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HM TteasLtry, t Hor~ Guards Road, Lon 

The Rt Hon Michael Gove MP . . 
Secretary of s,ate for L veiling Up, Housing and Co~murul1 
Department for Levelling Up. Houslng and Commumt1es 
4 Floor, FyY Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London SW1 P 4DF 

Dear Michael, 

OLUHC SOS BUILDING SAFETY PROPOSALS 

Thank you for your letter from December seeking clearance to mak.e a statement resetting 
the Government's approach to building safety ahead of Commons Report Stage of the 
eu· ding Safety Bill. 

1 am tont nt to provide approval to thls, ~ubject to Tre.isury tlearance of tht- final dr41~ 
nt. This package broadly reflects drscussions with my Department over receot 
and I thank you. your officials and No10 colleagues for their constructive 

'1'1gagement 

My approval, wl,,ch I hav discussed with the Chancellor, is oo the basis that: 

• Yoo have committed to restoring proportionality to the system. This ,s cr11tcc1I to 
lhe success of any package. I am pi ased to s~ your plan for eogagcm nt with 
key sta hold rs 1nduding RICS nd maior le,ider~ it Is ry Import nt that these 
groups are able to parbc1pate 1n a new, proportionate appro eh that d"ectly and 
rapdly ddr $4!5 t b rri r they note re currently noldlng back gr te, 
p.-oport10nabty, 1)(1manly a ta of larlty o r tht! f ty of Individual buildings. 
My off1c1als oulcl be pt r ut rly upda ed by DLUI-IC oo the progr ss of thi 
WOf 

• Yoo are replaang the sch m ao f bfu ry with ltmt 
grant sch wh1 y Hid you k to reduce th c;osts 

, whole on the m Your Department 
ich you have c.oofirmed, must be C◄bn Your department, sho 
cholc with my olfic1al and 1~ sloes cas WIii be su~ 

Treasuiy pprovai ,n the us~ WlyS ...,_, 

https://twitter.com/lewis_goodall/status/1479547522712580108


 

• You may use a h1gh-level 'threat' of ta~ P< legal solutions in discus,iorrs with 
I I 

developer5 as a means to obtaining voJuntalytontiibutrons ~m tl)tlfn. W~eth~r 
ornot to impose or ra~e t~es rem.iins a decision for me and 1$ not.ii 9JV~ at tilt~ \ 

point. \ \11~\. 
• I am pleased to ~e that you acknowledge 1he principle tha1 the taxpayer~o\,rd \ .\ '.\\1 

not be on the hook for further costs of remedlatio n. To reiteraw, my 11pplov~( ~I '\ \ .n 
this new package for 11-1 Sm buildings is therefore conditKlnal M no. fµrt~et \ !t 
Exchequer funding. I \I \'. 

• You have confirmed separately that Dl.UHC budgets are a backstop for ftJ~n~ \l \ I,\\: 
-these proposals (in foll i.e. the £4bn if reciuired), should -sufficient funds no\ ~ 1 

\:\~ 

raised from industry. You must p<ioritise building safety ove~ su.pply. This sh~ld, 1~, r\\ 
not just be for a future ~R. but be reflected in spending and delivery choic~ !\OW. ii 
to ensure there is room to pa,r for thiS- later if n~eq. I ~pect your offioals tQ 
wor'i( with mine to underscore the detail of these trade-offs over 1t-e course 9f 
January 2022. 

• lenders and insurers are not included In the 'polluter pays' piecl!! - and: no 
contributions should be sooght from them. ' 

• Th~ pad(age cover.s cladding only and does not extend to non-claddin9. 
• Your department accelerates deliwy of the Building Safety Fund. giver'l this IS lei, 

the highest-risk, _18m+ buildi~gs. ~ accelerateddellvery of the BSF Is a prioril I 
expect your offic1c1ls to work with mme to develop credfble prop(lsels for absorbi~g 
the costs of the 11 -1 Sm scheme from your wider capital budgets, 

I am copying this letter to the Prime Minister and Chair of th~ PBL Committee. 

Youn"'11!r, 

~~ 
~ 

Rf HON SIMON CLARKE MP 




