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Daniel Churcher is a highly sought after commercial barrister with
particular emphasis in domestic and international construction,
engineering and energy disputes.

Daniel is highlighted in the Legal 500 as “Up and coming, very bright and enthusiastic” and described by Chambers and
Partners as “An excellent junior who is very bright and a rising star” with “an ability to process huge amounts of information
very quickly and unravel key parts of the case, producing material that makes sense and works.”

Daniel has experience in handling complex and high value disputes across a range of sectors, with particular expertise in
disputes concerning construction and professional negligence. His burgeoning reputation as a skilled advocate sees him
regularly instructed both as sole counsel and as part of a team in High Court proceedings and in domestic and
international arbitration.

Construction & Engineering

Daniel has built a substantial construction and engineering practice since joining chambers. He regularly acts alone for
employers, contractors, engineers, architects and other professionals, and has also gained extensive experience acting
as junior counsel in high value disputes arising out of substantial domestic and international construction projects.

Featured Construction & Engineering cases

Acting as junior counsel for Essex County Council in a five week trial concerning the Council’s right to terminate a 25 year
PFI contract for the design, construction and operation of a major waste disposal facility, as well as multiple interim
applications.

Acting as junior counsel for an international consortium of contractors in arbitral proceedings concerning an
infrastructure megaproject in the Middle East.

Appearing as sole counsel in a series of arbitral disputes regarding hotel projects in Dubai.

A termination dispute concerning a failed oil and gas project in Kuwait.
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Arbitral proceedings concerning a defectively constructed roof at a major UK science and technology facility.

Acting for the owner of a portfolio of properties in relation to claims against various contractors for the cost of replacing
dangerous cladding, and advising a group of residential property owners as to routes for recovering the cost of replacing
dangerous cladding.

Acting as sole counsel in a five day trial concerning defective residential building works.

Advising a housing association as to the termination of multiple long term service contracts.

A final account dispute concerning the construction of an assisted living facility, including claims for delay and
disruption, wrongful termination and fraud.

Delay claims arising out of the design and construction of a major public transport system.

Resisting applications by a project manager for an injunction against a firm of architects.

A claim by the owner of a care home against the design and build contractor arising out of a catastrophic fire.

Acting in a series of (more than ten) adjudications commenced under the dispute resolution procedure of a “live” PFI
project.

Seeking to recover professional fees earned by an engineer in relation to a high-tech feasibility study.

Defending an architect against a “surprise” adjudication alleging negligent design work and brought years after the
event.

Daniel also undertakes a large amount of construction related professional negligence work, acting for and against
architects, engineers, project managers and surveyors.

Reported decisions in the TCC include:

Essex County Council v UBB Waste (Essex) Ltd [2019] EWHC 819 (TCC) (02 April 2019)
Essex County Council v UBB Waste (Essex) Ltd [2019] EWHC 819 (TCC) (02 April 2019)
Ove Arup & Partners International Ltd v Coleman Bennett International Consultancy Plc [2019] EWHC 413 (TCC)
(29 January 2019)
Liberty Homes (Kent) Ltd v Rajakanthan & Ors [2022] EWHC 2201 (TCC) (19 August 2022)
Ove Arup & Partners International Ltd v Coleman Bennett International Consultancy Plc [2019] EWHC 413 (TCC)
(29 January 2019)

Professional Negligence

Daniel also regularly accepts instructions in relation to non-construction related professional negligence matters.

Featured Professional Negligence cases

Defending a barrister accused of negligence in relation to his handling of a direct-access claim.

http://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/format.cgi?doc=/ew/cases/EWHC/TCC/2019/819.html&query=(ubb)
http://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/format.cgi?doc=/ew/cases/EWHC/TCC/2019/819.html&query=(ubb)
http://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/format.cgi?doc=/ew/cases/EWHC/TCC/2019/413.html&query=(arup)
http://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/format.cgi?doc=/ew/cases/EWHC/TCC/2019/413.html&query=(arup)
https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/TCC/2022/2201.html
https://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/format.cgi?doc=/ew/cases/EWHC/TCC/2019/413.html&query=(arup)+AND+(v)
https://www.bailii.org/cgi-bin/format.cgi?doc=/ew/cases/EWHC/TCC/2019/413.html&query=(arup)+AND+(v)
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Defending a claim against a firm of solicitors alleged to have inadvertently released sensitive personal information
concerning a matrimonial dispute.

Acting for property owners against a surveyor who failed to identify asbestos.

Advising a claimant who was negligently advised by solicitors in relation to a severance agreement.

Advising environmental consultants said to have negligently handled planning and environmental applications in
respect of a landfill site.

Insurance

Daniel frequently acts for insurers in subrogated claims and in insurance coverage disputes, recently successfully
obtaining multiple findings of fraud against a claimant under a buildings insurance policy.

Other experience

Before coming to 4 Pump Court Daniel worked as a research assistant at the Law Commission, during which time he
helped produce policy and draft legislation on the Law Commission’s long running insurance law reform project, and
was closely involved in a project sponsored by BIS to investigate legal reform aimed at incentivising pension trustees
and fund managers to make long-term, economically beneficial investment decisions.

During his BPTC year Daniel was a visiting tutor and examiner in tort law at King’s College London.

Publications
Contributing author of LexisNexis online Adjudication KnowHow

Education
BA Law, First Class (Corpus Christi College, University of Cambridge)
Diploma in Legal Studies (Corpus Christi College, University of Cambridge)
BPTC, Outstanding (BPP)
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